
Animal Welfare Laws 
 

This is a Healthy Happy Dogs message from Roper Gulf Regional Council 
Animal Management Program. 
 
Introduction of interviewer and interviewee who will be having a conversation 
about animal welfare laws. 
 
So can you tell us about what ‘Animal Welfare’ means? 
 

• ‘Animal welfare’ are words that talk about how an animal is feeling where it 
lives. This isn’t just about dogs. It is about all animals that we claim as 
ours.  
 

• If an animal is happy and getting everything it needs like food, water, 
medicine, a family to look after it and a safe place to sleep, we would say 
the animal has good welfare. 
 

• But if an animal is very skinny, or has lots of ticks, or is sick and no one 
finds a vet for it, this is an animal welfare problem, or we might say the 
animal has bad welfare. 
 

• There a 2 ways an animal can have bad welfare. The owners of the animal 
might not be giving the animal what it needs, like the right food, or water, 
medicine or freedom. The other way an animal can have bad welfare is if 
people are being cruel to it on purpose.  

 
And there are laws about ‘Animal Welfare’? 
 

• Yes, there are laws that say how we need to look after our animals. This is 
called the Animal Welfare Law. It is a Territory wide law and applies to 
Aboriginal Lands too.  
 

• The law says that the owner is responsible for the animals that they have. 
As owners, we have to make sure our animals have good welfare. 

 

• If people break the Animal Welfare Laws, they can be fined or put in prison 
the same as if they break other laws. 

 
What are some of the animal welfare laws in the Northern Territory? 
 

• The law says that animals must be given food by their owner every day. So 
leaving an animal alone for more than 1 day with no one feeding it is 
breaking the law.  
 

• Animals must also be able to get to water to drink all the time. So tying an 
animal up without a bucket or bowl of water is breaking the law.  



 

• If people have very sick or injured animals these animals must be taken to 
see a vet or be put down. Letting an animal slowly get sicker and sicker 
without talking to a vet about it is breaking the law.   
 

• Bringing animals from the bush into community can also make for animal 
welfare problems. If people catch baby donkeys or calves or foals and 
bring them into community then they really need to be sure they can look 
after them properly. Baby animals need special milk powder and a lot of it. 
The milk powder is very expensive.  
 

The babies also need to be protected from dogs attacking them too. As 
they grow up the animals need to have big fenced paddocks to live in or 
they end up causing problems around the community. It is important 
people think about how they will look after the animals welfare before they 
bring it into the community. 

 

• People must not be cruel to animals on purpose – this means things like 
throwing boiling water on animals or using slingshots on them. These sorts 
of things are also breaking animal welfare law and people who do these 
things can be punished under animal welfare law. 

 
 
What other things are in the animal welfare laws? 
 

• There are laws about how long you can leave an animal alone. People can 
not leave a dog alone for more than one day. This is called abandonment.  
If people are going away they need to get someone to feed and check on 
their dog every day. 
 

• People also can not keep dogs locked or chained up with no exercise.  
Very short or heavy chains can not be used to tie dogs up. A light chain will 
hold a dog as easily as a heavy chain. Heavy chains hurt dog’s necks.  
 

If your dog is cheeky or chases people and needs to be chained up for 
most of the day and night, you still need to take it somewhere it can run 
around and exercise at least once each day.  You can do this with your 
dog on a lead to keep people safe. This is actually the law.  

 
 

And what happens if a person hurts an animal by accident? 
 

• If a person hurts an animal by accident they must tell the owner straight 
away.  

• If they can not find the owner they can tell the vet or the police.   
 
 



What can we do if we want to make sure our animals have good welfare? 
 

• Talk to your family and your children so they know how to look after 
animals in a kind way.  
 

• Show the how the animal is feeling. Talk to the children about what makes 
animals happy and what makes then scared or sad. Teach children to be 
kind to animals and not to tease them. Tell them that hurting animals is 
against the law. 

 

• If you are worried about your animals, talk to the vets who can give you 
advice or check on your animals. You can contact your Council vet or the 
vets in town. Vets are there to help everyone look after there animals 
better.  

 

• Make sure your animals have everything they need to be happy and 
comfortable. If you are their owner, you are responsible for looking after 
them. 

 


